Tarrant cos. brace for construction

N. Tarrant Express highway project will interfere with traffic patterns through 2015
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IWRMNTHS TRAFFIC: Traffic flow arcund Morth East Mall in Hurst will se= d

sruptions as the bulk of the 525 billion project gets under way rexct month.

BY CAHDACE CARLELE | STAFFWRITER

Construction on the $2.5 billion,
13.5mile Morth Tarrant Express
is scheduled to ramp up follow-
ing the holidays, amd business=s
along the corridor ave preparing
to hunker dewn during the re-
vamp of Interstate 820 and Stats
Highway 183,

The five year project will affect
traffic flow toa numberof restan-
rants and businessss along, the
corridar, including Morth East
Mall and Texas Health Harris
Methedist Hospital Hurst-Euless-
Badford, developers said.

Project developars will bagin
the bulk of Morth Tarvant Ex-
press construction next month.

By then, businesses and residents
will begin to ss2 meore traffic con-
cerns inthe area, said Balen Mar-
cos, chief axscu-
tive officer of MTE
Mobility Partners
LLC in North Rich-
land Hills,

MTE Mobility
Parmers LLC is a
parmership lad by
Spanish company
Cinfra T8, a private-sector de-
weloper of transportation infra-
struchure, and Franee's Meridiam
Infrastructure, a global publie-
private parmership immestor and
dewveloper of publicfacilities. The
praject is wholly owned by the
Texas Department of Transpor-

tation. The firm employs mors
than 2,000 workers and plans in-
clude comtracts with more than
100 Dallas-Fort Worth area and
Texas companies,

“We are frying to identify the
best detours and finalize bridges
andlane closures that will mini-
mize the impact.” Marcos said.
“We all know it will be a littls
painful, but the responss from
the business community has been
positive.”

The 3.H. 121-State Highway
182 corridor is at capacity and
thera's no room for business and
population growth along the
read, Marcos said. The Horth
Tarrant Express project will
double the capacity of the road

inthe first zegment of the project
and add several lanss of wraffic
to the sseond segment, she said.
“Growth cem’t come by itself.
Tou always improve the growth
of an area through improsved in-
frasonehme,” Marcos said.

Businesses bracing

Mearly 200,000 vehicles flow
daily along 5.H. 183 west of the
8.H. 121 =plit, according to the
Morth Central Texas Counecil of
Governments. By 2080, officials
are projecting 317 filvehides will
travel the roadway The corridor
runs through Fort Worth, Haltom
City Narth Richl and Hills, Hurst,
Euless and Badford.
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TARRANT: It’s already congested and past capacity, owner says

FROM PAGE 3

Although MTE Mobility s work-
ing to minimize the project’s im-
pacton retail businesses, changes
totraffic patterns will significant-
1y slow traffic flow and create con-
gestionuntil construction is done
in 2015, officials said.

Clogged highways could dis-
conrage consumers from ventar-
ing to businesses along the cor-
ridor, officials said.

The City of North Richland
Hills, along with ronghly 15 busi-
ness owners, have formed a team
to work with NTE Mability

Commuication on the project
and how to keep businesses up
and running during the five-year
construction phase is impera-
tive, sald Craig Hulse, director
of economic development for
Morth Richland Hills and self-
proclaimed “ringleader” of the
business group.

“We're brac-
ing for something
similar to the DFW
Connector project
and similar to the
Grapevine Funnel
— we're preparing
for concrete barri-

ers and increased
congestion on the roads,” Hulse
said. “We foresee a perceived con-
cernfromthe business standpoint
for customers accessing the busi-
nesses.””

The Grapevine Funnel is where
Interstate 635, 5.H. 114, 5.H. 121,
and State Highway 97 merge

Tony Pack. vice president and
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dealer principal at Five Star Ford
in Morth Richland Hills, is chair-
man of the business group.

Pack plans to amp up the
dealership’s marketing. uti-
lize social media and provide
additional services, like door-
to-door service, so custom-
ers dow't have to fight traffic.
“This will be a challenge for all,
but I we work together and com-
municate on the corridor, we can
make this a workable sitnation for
everyons,” Pack sald.

The dealership sells about 6.000
new and used vehicles a year and
20,000 customers come through
the parts, service and body shop
annually

Five Star Ford, an 18-acre
dealership and one of the larg-
er dealerships in the nation,
lost ronghly 200 parking spaces
io the project’s right of way
“Tt's already congested and past
capacity” Pack said. “This will be
afirst-class thoronghfare and will
help that congestion.”

Limited access

Hospital administrators at
Texas Health Harris Methodist
Hospital H-E-B are concerned the
construction will limit aceess for
physicians, emergency personmnel
and patients, said Alice Landers,
vice president of operations.

Texas Health Harris Methodist
has 300 beds and about 340 physi-
clans working at the hospital.

“We'll hianve an issue with fewer
patients and our volumes will be
down, particulaly in outpatient
care,” Landers said. “If they can

go elsewhere to get something
done, they will,”

The hospital plans to place
temporary signage along routes
and distribute communications
regarding lane and exit closures,
she said.

“This is a good decision for Tar-
rant County in the long-term,”
Landers said. “In the end, it will
make us a little more acoessible
and people will get here faster,
with less traffic.”

Avoiding the holiday rush

Officials with the North Tar-
rant Express project have already
begun working with businesses
along the corridor. including
Weorth East Mall, to minimize the
impact of construction on the
holiday shopping season.

Morth East Mall has about 140
retailers and is one of the largest
malls in North Texas with nearly
1.7 millich square feet of space.

The majority of the construc-
tion near the mall will be done
primarily during nlls in the shop-
ping seascns, Hulse said.

“Constructlon is constraction
and there will be sore mpact, bat
it won't cripple or choke business
activity'” he said.

A small number of businesses
have closed along the corridon
officials said. However, the ma-
Jjority of businesses have become
heavily mvolved with the project
to keep consumer traffic flowing,
Members of the North Richland
Hills business tean are working
with the developer to work out de-
tour routes that won't negatively
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impactthe businesses, Hulsesald.
“There isa perception, especially
fromm customers, not 1o go to busi-
nesses located nearconstruction,”

imterest in the corridor. Hulse
said, adding, “the more cars mov-
ing alotg the corridor, the more
visibility and access for future

he =aid.

businesses."

But businesses and developers

have begun to show an enhanced
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Coruitant Professiondl Senices
neaded by ATET in Dalkes, Teoms jand
warious ather locations through the
LL5., merg work from home), to bs re-
sponaible for consubting project activ-
ities from diert identification through
final inwoicing. Requires Bachelors
o foreign equivalent in Compurtar
Infomrnation  Sestems o  Computer
Seience followed by 5 vears of pro-
gresaive  experience  dewsloping
infomrnation security and regulatory
compliance strateqies for applica-
tions and networke security with 2
wears expsrionca thersin to mclude
HPAA and HTECH requlations; ard
rnaking presentations to ssnior leval
rnaragamsnt. Also requires Cartified
Irfomrnation Systames Security Profes-
sional (G35 certification. Apply at
hittpfconnectatt.jobed, select DE-
TALED SEARCH and srrar JOE HUM-
BER: 1052452,

Hokia s, has the following expd
degresd position in Iring, T
Sanior Applicadion Specialist: Work
with the buginess commurity to
reviss systemn requirements & pro-
poss, profobyps & develap systemn
solutiores in SAP & i2; supply chain
managament & related lkoqistics &
plarning processes & other dutiesd
skils required. [ob 1D: HOK-TX10-
SA5] Mail recumes tor Hokia Recruit-
ar, 3575 Lore Star Circle, Ste, 434,
Ft. Warth, TX 76177 & note Jobl D11

call 214-696.5959
il
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